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Introduction

Thanks for reading Make Money with Clickbank. We hope you'll find it informative and
valuable as you explore marketing options vis a vis the Clickbank website.

If you’ve been learning about Internet marketing, you've heard of Clickbank. Clickbank is a
payment processor and affiliate network. When you have a Clickbank account, you can
promote thousands of digital information products, collecting a commission for every sale.

If you've created a digital product, you can list it on Clickbank. The site takes care of paying
affiliates and will make sure you receive your payments, too.

This report was written to provide you an overview of how Clickbank works and how you can
use it to make serious money. There are many affiliate marketers out there who earn a full-
time living promoting Clickbank-listed products. Thousands of publishers use the site to
increase their sales.

This special report will lay out all of the basics for you, but it certainly isn’t a complete guide to

Internet marketing. You should develop a better understanding of Clickbank, but you will
undoubtedly want to explore many different aspects of Internet marketing in greater depth.

The Clickbank Affiliate

Those using Clickbank invariably fall into one or two categories. There are affiliates and there
are publishers.

Affiliates earn commissions when traffic they direct toward the publisher’s product sales page
makes a purchase. Publishers list their digital products on Clickbank and pay a commission
to those affiliates who generate product sales.

We’'re going to begin our discussion by examining the role of an affiliate.
An Overview

Most people who deal with Clickbank started as an affiliate. It's a great way to earn money
online and it’s very easy to get started. Signing up for an account at Clickbank is a simple,
fast process and it's absolutely free. Once you have a membership, you can start promoting
products and earning commissions.

In the most basic of terms, affiliate marketing with Clickbank works like this: You drive web
traffic to a publisher’s sales page. When people purchase the product, you'll receive a
commission payment. You are credited for a commission by sending traffic to a specialized
version of the sales page, known in Clickbank parlance as a “hoplink.” Your hoplink is unique
to your account, guaranteeing that you'll receive all payments due you.



Advantages

There are some definite advantages to playing the affiliate role on Clickbank. You don't
need to worry about product creation, customer service, product delivery or the creation
of a sales page. The only thing you need to do to make money is an affiliate is to direct
web traffic to the publisher’s sales page.

You can make a great deal of money this way. While some products offer relatively
small commissions (under $10), others may pay out more than $100 per sale. If you
find a converting product and are able to send a healthy flow of traffic to the sales page,
you can post significant earnings.

Many Clickbank affiliates make a full-time living with their efforts and some may earn
well into six figures per year.

Product Selection

The first step in Clickbank affiliate marketing is product selection. You need to decide
which product(s) to promote. Let’s look at some factors you should consider when
making that important decision.

Interests

Many marketers argue that the best products to promote are those that you find
personally interesting. If you have a passion for the product and knowledge of the
subject area, you might find it easier to develop persuasive and effective promotions.

Others will argue that a love for the product or topic area isn’t nearly as important as
other more business-oriented factors (many of which we’ll cover here).

Obviously, everyone would agree that the perfect product would be one that had all of
the marketing characteristics necessary for success and that held great personal
appeal.

Research

Researching for a product to promote happens on two different levels. You’ll want to
look at the product specifications and details available via Clickbank. You'll also want to
do some wider market research.

You want to choose a product that will really sell. That means finding a product that fits
in nicely with the old marketing maxim of “find out what they need and then supply it to
them”. You'll want to investigate what people really want and to get an idea as to
whether or not the product will fill that desire.

http://IM-FACTS.com Make Money With Clickbank — CB Profit Guide 2



http://IM-FACTS.com/

Factors to Consider

Let’s look at a few of the product selection factors within the Clickbank marketplace
(which is where you’ll find the various products available for affiliates to promote).

Gravity

Gravity is a metric unique to Clickbank. It's a statistic that is supposed to provide
Clickbank users with an idea of a product’s sales and popularity. The gravity number
doesn’t tell you how many copies are sold or how many affiliates are selling it. Instead,
it merges those two factors using a proprietary algorithm to provide an idea of how well
the product is performing.

If you find products with very low gravity numbers (gravity can range from zero to triple
digits), that may be an indication that selling the product will be an uphill struggle. That
indicates that few people are successfully marketing the product.

A higher gravity number shows that there may be potential for the product. While
there’s no consensus as to what constitutes a “winning” gravity score, various experts
have posited that gravity greater than ten provides at least some indication that the
product could be successfully promoted.

Extremely high gravity is proof that a product is hot and is selling well. That’s great
news if you're looking for something people really want, but there is a downside. High
gravity means more competition. It's generally evidence that a high number of affiliates
are promoting the product already.

Some people will tell you to stay away from the high-competition products and niches.
Others will argue that those are the perfect products upon which to cut your Clickbank
teeth because it proves the existence of high demand. Almost everyone, however,
agrees that a mid-range gravity number (let’s say 30, for example) evidences a great
deal of potential without that much head-to-head competition for sales.

Refunds

Refunds can be a real problem for Clickbank affiliates. Obviously, you don'’t receive
payment when orders are cancelled and Clickbank requires publishers to offer a
generous money back guarantee policy. You want to avoid dealing with products that
suffer from frequent refunds.

Clickbank won’t actually tell you what the refund rate for a given product is. The

marketplace portion of the site does, however, provide the statistical information you’ll
need to calculate cancellation rates.
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Information about calculating refunds is readily available online (just Google “Clickbank
refund calculator” and you’ll find tools that you can use to uncover this information).

Commissions

You're going to be an affiliate marketer for one reason: money. You'll make money in
the form of a commission payment every time you send a visitor to the product sales
page who decides to purchase the product. It's obvious that you must consider
commissions when determining which products to promote.

There are two different factors to consider here. First, you'll want to analyze the payout
per sale. It doesn’'t make a great deal of sense to work at promoting a product that
won’t pay you very much, if anything, relative to your efforts.

Second, you’ll want to consider the percentage of the total sale price offered as a
commission payment. Clickbank is recognized as having some of the most generous
commission payments available and it isn’t uncommon to find publishers who are willing
to offer you 50% or more of the total purchase price.

Product

The product itself, of course, is another consideration. You don’t want to work to
promote a product that seems silly, unnecessary or ill conceived. Unfortunately, there’s
no mechanism available via Clickbank to actually review the product. That leaves you
with a few different options. You can base your decision on the sales page (you can
see that) or reviews of the products available elsewhere online.

You may also purchase a copy of the product so that you may review it yourself. Others
have had success in asking the publisher for a copy of the product prior to beginning
promotion. Your success with that effort will vary greatly based on the publishers
involved and the niche in which the product competes.

Sales page

The product’s sales page is going to be a key factor in your success as an affiliate.
You're going to be sending hard-earned traffic to that page, so you want to make sure
that it has the potential to convert visitors into buyers. Review the sales page carefully
and assess its quality.

If you're not familiar with the ins and outs of effective copywriting, do some research on
the topic. Familiarize yourself with proven sales copy and compare the product sales
page with those that have produced great results in the past. A good rule of thumb is to
ask yourself if the sales page makes you want to buy the product.
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Publisher Support

Some publishers offer nothing more than a sales page and a commission when sales
are made. And in some cases, that’'s enough. Other publishers go the extra mile. They
provide affiliates with helpful resources to assist them in driving traffic and in pre-selling
the product.

Check for affiliate resources when choosing among products. All other things being
close to equal, the presence of tools like keyword lists, sample ads, free content and
product graphics can help you to find the best product to promote.

Driving Traffic

When you boil it all down, Clickbank affiliate marketing is really just a matter of securing
traffic with an interest in the product or its niche and directing it via hoplink to the sales

page.

After you’ve selected a product, you’ll need to start driving traffic to that sales page.
Let’s look at some of the most common methods Clickbank affiliates use to get the job
done.

Search Engine Traffic
Search engine traffic is the holy grail of Internet marketing. Everyone wants it and it's
immensely valuable. Search engine traffic is pre-qualified in the sense that the visitors

were intentionally trying to find information related to the product.

Additionally, one doesn’t need to pay on a per visitor basis for search engine traffic. It's
cheaper than advertising.

There are many factors at play with respect to securing search engine traffic and a full
discussion of techniques is well beyond the scope of this report.

However, it is worth noting that using search engine traffic as a way to produce affiliate
sales will generally involve construction and maintenance of a web site unique from the
product sales page. Affiliates attract traffic to their site and then direct it to the product
sales page.

Article Marketing

Over the last few years, article marketing has emerged as one of the most popular ways
to engage in Clickbank affiliate marketing.
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Affiliates write informative articles on the topic area to which the product relates. They
then place these articles on free article directory sites. These sites (EzineArticles.com
is the best known) allow the author to place a bio or resource box on the bottom of the
article. This resource box may contain links to the product sales page or to a landing
page specifically designed to pre-sell the product (EzineArticles doesn’t allow direct
links from articles to affiliate sales pages, making landing pages a must).

People find the articles either by browsing the directory site or by conducting searches
online. In that sense, article marketing is a variation on search engine traffic strategies.

Article writing does require a certain set of skills and an understanding of effective
keyword research to produce optimal results. When it's done correctly, it can be a
powerful way to drive traffic.

Social Networking

Social media sites are the new frontier in traffic production. Networking and social sites
like Twitter, Facebook, Myspace and others provide a unique opportunity to advise
others of a product and to direct them to a landing page or the product’s sales page.

If you're experienced with these options, you’ll know that it's possible to reach a large
and targeted group via social networking sites. Although the jury is still out with respect
to this technique’s overall effectiveness, there is good reason to believe that it could be
a powerful tool in the right hands.

PPC

PPC stands for “pay per click”. PPC advertising involves bidding on keywords to obtain
placement of your advertisement alongside organic search results at search engines
like Google or on partner websites.

You’ve undoubtedly seen those little “powered by Google” ads on other sites and on the
sidebar of the pages when you perform a search. These are paid advertisements and
they’re a well-known example of PPC advertising.

With PPC, you pay the program administrator for every click your ads receive. Although
it can be very effective, it can also be quite expensive if not managed correctly. PPC
isn’t the best option for the raw beginner, but many Clickbank affiliates have found that
it's a great way to produce regular profits.

It's important to note that most of the better PPC programs (most notably, of course,
Google’s Adwords program) won’t allow advertisers to send visitors to an affiliate sales
page. If you plan on working with PPC, you will need a landing page or website to
which visitors can be sent.
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Email Marketing

One of the most popular sayings in the Internet marketing world is “the money is in the
list”. It refers to the fact that one can generate a great deal of traffic and sales by
building a large list of prospects and emailing them with offers.

Email marketing has long been a popular means of generating sales and it can work
well for Clickbank affiliates. We'll discuss the basics of list building later in this guide.

No Limits
The traffic generation methods listed above represent only a tiny fraction of available
options. You're limited only by your creativity when it comes to driving traffic. You might
be a whiz with videos. Perhaps you’ll use forum posting to drum up interest. You could
have a plan to buy non-PPC advertising. There are many options and all of them can,
at least hypothetically, work.

Don’t limit yourself to the basics. Feel free to experiment and to pursue all available
sources of traffic.

Landing Pages
When someone clicks on your PPC ad, they’ll arrive at your landing page. That landing
page will be the destination for those who read your articles and then click on the

resource box link.

Landing pages are a key component of successful affiliate marketing and they deserve
some serious attention!

What they are
The average landing page is a one-page mini-site designed to accomplish a few goals.
First, it meets the requirements of various traffic generation options who won'’t allow you

to send traffic directly to the sales page.

Second, it will introduce the visitor to the product, emphasizing the product’s desirability
and “pre-selling” the visitor.

Third, it will give the reader a convenient and unmistakable way to move on to the
actual product sales page.

Fourth, it can be used to collect email addresses as part of a list-building effort.
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Most landing pages are relatively brief and focus on either promoting one specific
product or multiple products within a niche.

Do you really need them?
Theoretically, you could make money as a Clickbank affiliate without using landing
pages. You could work with traffic generation techniques that allow the use of your

hoplink and you’d never have to create or manage a landing page of your own.

However, that would be an uphill struggle. In practical terms, you probably need a sales
page. The best article directories require them. The good PPC programs require them.

Plus, there are actual advantages to using landing pages that no one should dismiss.
Why you should use them

Obviously, using landing pages increases your flexibility and allows you to access a

variety of traffic producing options that are closed to those who rely exclusively on

utilizing their hoplink.

There are other advantages, too. First, research suggests that a good landing page can

actually produce a higher rate of conversion than simply sending visitors to the sales

page. Pre-selling works.

Second, maintaining a landing page gives you a chance to collect email addresses.
You can build your own valuable list by using a smart landing page.

Elements & Tips

If you have a good landing page, it will be that much easier to profit as a Clickbank
affiliate. Here are a few recommendations for creating a landing page that will boost
your sales numbers.

Structure
Keep it simple. This isn’t the place to show off your fancy design skills. You want to
“force” one or two actions. You want to move the visitor to the sales page and you want
to capture his or her email address. Good-looking design will help you out, but bells,
whistles and complications are unnecessary.

Content
There are different ways of handling landing page content. Some people like to push

the product relentlessly. Others prefer to offer more neutral informative material. Some
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will focus more on capturing email addresses than on the product itself. Others create
review sites as a way of encouraging traffic flow to the sales page.

No matter what system you use, you do need to keep it relatively brief. You also want to
make sure you’re using high quality material. Spend some time writing your landing
page for maximum effectiveness and readability. If that’s not one of your strengths, find
someone else to take care of the job for you.

Collecting Email Addresses

No Internet marketing resource would be complete without using the old saying at least
twice. So let’s do it again. The money is in the list. You should use your landing page
to get access to that money!

Why it’s important

If you aren’t collecting email addresses, you're limiting your relationship with visitors to a
one-time meeting. You get them, you send them to the sales page and you hope they
buy something. If they do, you’ll make money. If they don’t, you won’t. And you'll never
get a second chance. Even if they do buy, you won’t get another chance to deal with
them. If you're not collecting email addresses, you're just letting these potential (repeat)
customers get away.

If you do get an email address, you can market to them repeatedly. By putting someone
on your list, you have access to him or her until he or she opts to get off. Instead of
working hard to drive traffic that you only interact with as they read your landing page,
capturing email addresses allows you to forge longer and more profitable relationships.

How to do it

Capturing email addresses isn’t that difficult. It usually involves putting a simple form on
your landing page that requests the address and a name from the visitor.

You can convince people to sign up for your list by offering them something of value.
This might be a multi-part e-course. It could be a special file or an ebook that the
audience may find interesting. Encouraging sign ups by offering a valuable inducement
can be quite effective.

Using your list
Building a list is only half of the issue. The other half is using it to your advantage. The
details of successful email marketing are beyond the scope of this report. There are

many ways to maintain and market to lists and all Clickbank affiliates should evaluate
some of the more popular techniques.
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You should know that successfully using your list will require a willingness to generate
email messages and the use of an auto responder system.

The Clickbank Publisher

As you've seen, there’s a lot of room to make money as a Clickbank affiliate. There’s
also a great deal of potential in being a Clickbank publisher. In fact, it's often possible to
make more money as a product owner than as an affiliate--even when you’re doling out
hefty commission payments!

The chief advantage of being a publisher is easy to spot. Instead of being left to try to
sell your product alone, you can use Clickbank to recruit a massive organization of
affiliates. Even after offering commission payments, the sheer volume of potential sales
can make Clickbank publishing a winning proposition.

Product Creation

In order to be a publisher, you need a high quality, marketable product. So, let’s start
our examination of the role of a Clickbank publisher at the beginning--product creation.

Basics

Clickbank deals in the sale of digital products. That means you can'’t effectively harness
the site’s power to sell physical goods. If you've come up with a better mousetrap, you
can sell the plans as a digital download with Clickbank. You can’t however, sell the
actual traps.

The nature of Clickbank products varies considerably. They cover virtually every niche
available and come in all sorts of lengths and structures. All of the successful products,
however, ascribe to the simple principles noted earlier in this text. Marketing is about
finding a need in the marketplace and providing a product to meet that need. In this
case, that means finding information shortfalls and creating a digital product to supply
that desired information.

Market Research
Market research is a key component to product development. You need to know what
people really want and need. You also need to ascertain whether or not people will then
be willing to pay to have that desire met (and, if so, how much they’ll be willing to pay).
Clickbank publishers, sometimes referred to as vendors, will take great pains to find

needs within marketplace niches. That can involve an examination of other products,
monitoring the habits and comments of people within a given niche and more.
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Product Creation

Once a would-be publisher finds an opportunity, it's time to actually create a product.
Clickbank products are downloadable, digital affairs. They may consist of text (like this
report), images and/or videos.

Project creation involves gathering the information necessary to produce the final
product and assembling it to create an attractive offer for those who might be interested
in obtaining the final product.

That could involve writing a lengthy ebook, creating tutorial videos or just about anything
else you can imagine. Take a look at the Clickbank marketplace and you’ll soon realize
that Clickbank projects come in a wide variety of “shapes and sizes”.

There are a few things a publisher should keep in mind when engaged in product
creation. There should be a constant reflection upon quality and a commitment to
providing something that the target audience will find both valuable and irresistible!

Outsourcing

Some people are great at generating ideas and conducting research but aren’t
necessarily talented at putting all of that together in the form of a final project. That
doesn’t rule them out as potential Clickbank publishers, though.

Many publishers outsource much, if not all, of the product creation process. They rely
on talented freelancers and experts-for-hire. This is a great shortcut to product creation
and can often result in a superior product than what might result from the efforts of the
publisher marketer alone.

Outsourcing does come with its share of complications, of course. One must clearly
communicate a product vision to the freelancer. It's important to develop project
management skills to make sure everything is done correctly and in a timely fashion.
I's good to learn how to get the best work from the best people at an affordable price.

There’s a learning curve associated with outsourcing, but it's a curve worth scaling. If
you can master outsourcing, you can translate a series of good ideas into a collection of
impressive and imminently salable products.

Pricing

Once you have a product, you need to determine its price. There is a variety of factors
at play when making that determination.
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Publishers need to look at the expense incurred during product creation. They need to
accurately assess the relative value of the completed product. They need to apply and
understanding of the target audience. They need to investigate the prices of any
competing products within the same niche.

Once a price is determined, it's important to remember that it isn’t carved in stone. A
publisher may want to test the product at a variety of price point in order to find the
option that will provide maximum profitability.

Sales Page

Publishers need a sales page. This is where prospective buyers will be sent and it's
designed specifically to persuade visitors to purchase the product.

Writing effective copy is an art form that defies simple explanation. One should either
outsource the sales page authoring process or prepare himself or herself to perform the
task by researching proven copywriting techniques.

Clickbank has a series of specific requirements for all sales materials. Publishers must
abide by the site’s terms of service in order to qualify the project for inclusion in the
Clickbank marketplace.

Required Web Presence
If you’re going to be a publisher, you're going to need a web presence. You'll need a
place to host your sales page, and a place to store the product online so that others

may download it after purchase.

You'll also need a “thank you” page to which buyers will be directed after making their
purchase.

These aren'’t just practical requirements. They’re also mandated by Clickbank rules. All
publishers should carefully read all Clickbank publisher requirements to be certain that
they have all necessary elements in place and correctly structured.

Submitting to Clickbank
When you have everything put together, it's time to submit your product to Clickbank.
That involves providing all necessary information to the site and paying a nominal fee
for inclusion.

Clickbank will evaluate the materials and will either advise the publisher of acceptance
or explain what adjustments are necessary to get the product into the marketplace.
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Getting your product into the marketplace is an exciting moment, but that milestone is
really just the beginning for those who want to attract a corps of affiliates who'll be
thrilled to promote the final product.

Attracting Affiliates

The ability to attract multiple affiliates is the big benefit of selling through Clickbank.
That makes taking efforts to attract affiliates a critical aspect of the publisher’s role.

Setting a Commission

Affiliates aren’t involved with Clickbank out of kindness. They want to make money.
One of the first things they look at is the commission offered per sale of a product.

Affiliates look at a few things with respect to commissions. There’s the question of the
actual sales price and the percentage of that price the affiliate will receive.

Many online affiliate networks offer relatively low commissions. That’s not the case with
Clickbank, which is known for its high commission rates. If you set your commission
percentage (and amount) too low, it will be hard to attract affiliates.

Obviously, you don’t want to give away so much that you won’t be able to have a
profitable experience. At the same time, you will need to put together an attractive
package. It can be a real balancing act.

Tools & Resources for Affiliates
Some publishers can succeed purely based on product quality and marketability.
Others will find that the best way to get ahead with affiliates is by offering them as much
as they can to make the process of selling the product easier.
Publishers can provide affiliates with landing page templates, graphics, advertisements,
free content, keywords lists and just about anything else that might be helpful when
marketing the product.

Creating an “affiliate area” that's chock-full of valuable tools and resources can be a
great way to inspire affiliates to back a product.

Contacting Affiliates
Part of the aforementioned affiliate area should involve getting an email address from

your affiliates. This will give you, the publisher, an easy way to contact affiliates
whenever necessary.
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You might want to make contact to advise them of special sales pricing, new tools,
inspirational messages, additional content or changes to your commission structure.

Affiliate Outreach

Publishers don’t need to rely purely on what they’re doing on Clickbank to attract
affiliates. They can also spread the word about their product and their desire to find
affiliates at other websites frequented by Internet marketers.

Sharing a “sales pitch” for the promotion of your project with potential affiliates is a great
way to inspire participation. If you have an email list in the IM niche or can access one
inexpensively (buying advertising), you can spread the word about your product and
why affiliates should be interested in promoting it. Get the word out in any way you can!
Every affiliate you find could end up putting a great deal of money in your pocket.

Making Your Own Sales

Although attracting affiliates is at the heart of why publishers use Clickbank, having a
product listed on the site doesn’t serve as an impediment to making one’s own sales.

Don’t stop promoting your product to its niche just because affiliates are doing the same
thing! There’s room for all of you and every sale counts. All of the methods for driving
traffic discussed in the affiliate portion of this report still apply (with the exception of the
fact you, as the product owner, will be able to send traffic directly to your sales page).

Conclusion

We hope this guide has provided you with some usable insight regarding Clickbank and
some ideas about how you can use this massive affiliate site to your advantage.

In order to get the most out of Clickbank, however, you'll need an understanding of
some details. We strongly advise anyone with an interest in using Clickbank to carefully
review the site's terms of service, rules and frequently asked question area. You'll find a
wealth of information about Clickbank at Clickbank!

Clickbank isn’t the only affiliate network out there, but it's one of the most popular. The
barrier to entry is low, commissions are high and the site has an established reputation
for making its payments.

If you're interested in affiliate marketing or in selling as many copies of your own
product as possible, you owe it to yourself to take a long and serious look at Clickbank.
It's been a profitable endeavor for many in the Internet marketing field and might be
perfect for you, too.
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Disclaimer

This report is about making money with Clickbank. It covers the basics of using the site
as both an affiliate and as a publisher. We discuss techniques and strategies used by
professional marketers that may help you to use Clickbank to your advantage.

We should note, however, that we are not making any guarantees regarding earnings or
the profitability of utilizing Clickbank. We do not warranty or guarantee the strategies
discussed and will not make any assurances that your adoption of those strategies will
result in any income.

That's not because we don’t believe in the methods. We've reviewed them all carefully
and we know from experience that they have worked for many marketers. However,
marketing doesn’t happen in a vacuum. Every individual is different and changing
circumstances can change the playing field. Individual success is a byproduct of many
different components and many different variables may come into play. Because every
case is uniquely fact-dependent, we simply can’t guarantee that you will obtain any
specific results.

The authors of this report disclaim any and all responsibility for consequences
experienced due to following its recommendations and assessments. Although we’ve
made every effort to provide accurate information, we disclaim any and all warranty or
guarantee of the accuracy of the information contained herein. You are responsible for
your own actions and their consequences and understand that the authors have no
liability for the consequences of your decisions and actions.

Most of all, we wish you good fortune with your internet marketing venture!
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